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ABSTRACT: Global citizenship education is becoming one of the strategies of education development in particular and human resource development in general. In this trend, Vietnam P-12 National Curriculum (issued 2018) has focused on educational objectives about sustainable and students’ competency development of UNESCO and Vietnam comprehensive education innovation. This article points out and analyzes opportunities for global citizenship education in the primary written curriculum of Sciences, History and Geography subjects. In addition, challenges, which faced by schools when implementing global citizenship education, are shown in this paper. Based on the advantages and disadvantages, the authors gave some recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of global citizenship education.
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1. Introduction

In the context of globalization and the fourth industrial revolution, the issues of global citizenship and global citizenship education have been of interest to many countries and organizations. Global citizenship education is becoming one of the strategies of the UNESCO education program (UNESCO, 2015a).

Global citizens are considered as conscious citizens, aware of their position and responsibility in helping to solve common problems of their community, their nation and the large world. They also contribute to making the locality, the country and the world more sustainable development. They are aware that they need respect for the diversity and interdependence between localities, countries and the globe. Besides, they have the ability to adapt to differences, changes of context and act to solve problems. They recognize the respect for the cultural and spiritual values of other peoples and nations (OXFAM, 2019; UNESCO, 2015b). On that basis, global citizenship education aims to build and develop students the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that learners need to contribute to a peaceful, fairer and more inclusive world (UNESCO, 2015b).




In Vietnam, based on the commitment to the implementation of the sustainable development goals of UNESCO and the national goal of education under Resolution No. 29-NQ/TW, global citizenship education is increasingly being noticed and interested in compiling curriculum as well as in the teaching process. Resolution No.29 points out that the main aim of educational reform is “to transform the educational process mainly from equipping knowledge to develop learners’ competencies and qualities comprehensively” (CommunistParty, 2013).

The decision 404/QD-TTg (March 27, 2015), approving The scheme to renovate education curriculum and textbooks, has identified one of the innovation goals is to develop Vietnamese aspects of Morality (Đức), Intellect (Trí), Fitness (Thể) and Mĩ (Aesthete), towards “global citizens” (PrimeMinister, 2015). Therefore, the elements of global citizenship education have integrated into the learning curriculum.

In that context, the research project “Research on Vietnamese global citizenship” proposed the goals of global citizens in Vietnam based on the core aspects of global citizenship UNESCO (UNESCO, 2015b). This project belongs to the
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National Science and Technology Program named “Research to develop educational science to meet the requirements of radical and comprehensive innovation of Vietnamese education” for the period 2016 - 2019.

The goals of Vietnam global citizens contain:

About awareness:

· Understand global issues (environmental pollution, the danger of depletion of natural resources; poverty and disease, public health; issues of democracy and communal equity association, gender equality; issues of conflict and violence; protection of peace in the world).

· Understand the interconnectedness, interaction, and interdependence among problems of communities at local, national, and global levels.

· Understand the cultural diversity of nations and countries.

About skills

· Self-awareness (personality, emotions, desires, values of​ life; determine the position/ role of themselves in the community at different levels such as local, national and global).

· Analysis of global issues; recognize, evaluate, and criticize different perspectives on global issues.

· Communicate and collaborate in a multicultural environment with international friends.

· Adapting to new situations, different culturally and socially environment;

· Cooperate in solving practical problems (discover, participate in solving practical problems of the community, and bring benefits to the community at the local, national, and global level; resolve conflicts).

· Using foreign languages in​ communication and learning;

· Using information technology, especially the Internet (in learning, communication, etc.).

About attitudes and values

· Patriotic, love their homeland and families.

· Care, empathy, solidarity with others, respect for differences among people and various cultures.

· Respect for the values of peace, democracy, social justice, and gender equality; respect and



support the realization of children’s rights and human rights.

· Respect, promote, and learn the cultural values of the nation and countries around the world.

· Pay attention to the living environment (have a sense of protecting and improving the living environment).

· Responsible, active and willing to participate in activities that benefit the community at local, national, and global levels.

Primary education plays an essential role in laying the groundwork for the student’s development of physical, mental, qualities and abilities. Therefore, this is a crucial period for carrying on global citizenship education and continuing the following stages. In this article, we discuss some of the global citizenship education opportunities through Science, History, and Geography curriculum and challenges in

Vietnam.

2. Global citizenship education through curriculums of primary Sciences, History, and Geography subjects in Vietnam

On  the  basis  of  the  orientation  to

comprehensively renovate education and training to meet UNESCO’s sustainable development goals, the P12 education curriculum issued in 2018 has paid attention to develop the students’ quality and capacity, harmoniously their physical and mental health, become confident, active and conscious learners for a lifetime. The curriculum is focused on the suitability of human characteristics, Vietnamese culture, traditional values of the nation and common values of humanity, as well as common initiatives and development orientations of UNESCO (Ministry, 2018a).

The 2018 primary school curriculum has 10 compulsory subjects named Vietnamese, Math, Foreign Languages 1, Ethics, Nature and Society, Sciences, Informatics and Technology, Physical Education, Art (Music, Fine Arts). In which, Sciences (Ministry, 2018b), History and Geography subjects (Ministry, 2018c), with the target of social and natural world issues, have many opportunities to contribute to educating global citizens.
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	2.1. Global citizenship education through Sciences
	In  terms  of  the  contents  and  achieving

	subject curriculum
	requirements,  global  citizenship  education  is

	Regarding the objectives, the Sciences subject
	specifically shown in the subject’s curriculum

	equips students with understanding some global
	in  each  specific  topic  of  each  grade.  For

	issues such as the environmental problems (the
	Science subjects, these contents and achieving

	condition and the causes of pollution; measures
	requirements are shown in the following table.

	to protect the environment); climate change; the
	In terms of teaching methods, Sciences subject

	risk of depletion of natural resources; nutrition
	requires attention to an approach that enhances

	and disease. At the same time, students are taught
	interaction,  cooperation,  practical  integration,

	about interdependencies among issues at the
	action to create positive changes for themselves

	
	and the community. Applying teaching approach

	local, national, and global levels.
	

	
	such as Science - Technology - Society; Science

	On that basis, the Sciences subject educates
	

	
	- Technology - Society - Environment; Science

	students to care
	for their living environment,
	

	
	
	and  technology;  STEM  models,  the  subject

	have a sense of
	environmental protection, are
	

	
	
	has many opportunities to bring students’ life

	responsible and willing to participate in beneficial
	

	
	experience into the teaching process, integrating

	activities for the community.
	contents about global citizens.

	In  addition,  through  learning  activities,
	

	
	

	students are trained in their capacities of analysis,
	2.2. Global citizenship education through History

	applying the learned knowledge and skills to
	and Geography subject curriculum

	solve simple problems related to environmental
	Regarding  the  goals,  the  History  and

	protection and using energy-saving. This subject
	Geography  subjects  provide  students  with

	also creates conditions for students to develop
	essential knowledge and skills circuits about

	and use skills to collect information and use the
	history,  geography  of  the  locality,  region,

	Internet.
	
	country of Vietnam, neighbouring countries and


Table 1: Global citizenship education opportunities in Sciences Curriculum (Ministry, 2018b)


	Topic/ Grade
	Achieving requirements in curriculum present the opportunities to educate global citizenship

	
	

	Material
	- Point out causes of water pollution, the need to protect water resources in theory and practice in the home,

	Grades 4
	locality;

	and 5
	- Implement and encourage others to protect water sources.

	
	- Explain the cause of air pollution, the reasons for protecting the fresh air.

	
	- Act appropriately to protect the fresh air and motivate others to do it.

	
	- Understand that air and water pollution issues are common concerns of many countries around the world.

	
	- Give examples of environmental pollution in a locality with links to other localities/countries

	
	

	Energy
	- Point out and do practical actions to save electric energy at school and at home.

	Grade 5
	- Propose and present things to do to use safely and save electrical energy in a simple and easy-to-

	
	remember way (such as using pictures, diagrams) to entice families and communities to do it together.

	
	- Identify and implement practical actions to save energy and fuel.

	
	- Collect, process and present information in different forms on the exploitation and use of solar, wind and

	
	flowing water energy

	
	

	People and
	- Give comments on a balanced, healthy meal not based on the child’s nutrition pyramid scheme and

	Health
	compare it with the actual daily meal at home or at school.

	Grade 4
	- State names, main signs and causes of some diseases due to undernourishment or overeating of nutrients.

	
	- Implement some actions to prevent and avoid some nutrition-related diseases and encourage everyone in

	
	the family to do these.

	
	- Understand that many children in some places (in our country as well as in the world) are not able to eat

	
	enough; show empathy.

	
	- Consciously avoid wastefulness in eating and drinking;

	
	- Have knowledge of children’s usual meals in some other countries.
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	Topic/ Grade
	Achieving requirements in curriculum present the opportunities to educate global citizenship

	
	

	People and
	- Distinguish the biological and social characteristics of men and women, respect for others who are of

	Health
	similar sex and the opposite sex.

	Grade 5
	- Talk about feeling safe and right to be safe, protect personal integrity, and resist any harm.

	
	- Present risks which can lead to sexual abuse and the way to prevent and respond to these situations.

	
	- Ask for help when you or friends are at risk of abuse.

	
	

	Bacteria
	- Name 1 to 2 human diseases caused by bacteria, point out the cause of these diseases and the way to

	Lớp 5
	prevent them.

	
	- Point out some epidemics in our country also occurred in other countries;

	
	- Know how to prevent epidemics in one locality / country that impacting other localities/countries

	
	


	some basic features of world geography and
	circuit about Development the world together,

	history. In addition, the curriculum emphasizes
	in which two main issues are given: Building a

	some environmental pollution issues; conflict,
	green - clean - beautiful world and Building a

	violence and peace protection; cultural diversity
	peaceful world. Thereby, students have complete

	and differences. Therefore, this is also a subject
	awareness   about
	environmental
	pollution,

	with  many  opportunities  to  educate  students
	climate change, war, and peace. The achieving

	about global issues and become global citizens.
	requirements related to global citizenship are

	Students will have opportunities to approach
	shown in the following table.
	

	environmental,
	cultural,  and
	human
	issues
	Regarding  teaching  methods  for  History

	at  levels  from  local,  regional,  national,  and
	and   Geography
	subjects,   the
	connection

	international, war and peace issues, racial and
	of  teaching  contents  with  local  practical

	cultural diversity, and historic diversity from
	problems,  role-playing  to  handle  situations,

	national to world level.
	
	
	debates, investigations, and field trips should

	In particular,
	the curriculum
	has a
	content
	be encouraged to use. Teachers should provide


Table 2: Global citizenship education opportunities in History and Geography Curriculum (Ministry, 2018c)


	Topic/ Grade
	Achieving requirements in curriculum present the opportunities to educate global citizenship

	
	

	My locality
	- Show affection for the locality and willingness to act to protect the surrounding environment.

	Grade 4
	- Describe some cultural features (e.g. houses, costumes, customs, festivals, cuisine, etc.) of the locality.

	
	

	Northern
	- Point out some measures to protect nature and prevent natural disasters in the North Midlands and

	Midlands and
	mountainous areas.

	Mountains
	- List some natural extraction methods (for example: farming on terraces, building hydroelectric projects,

	Grade 4
	exploiting minerals, etc.).

	
	- Describe some cultural features of the ethnic groups in the Northern Midlands and Mountains (Gau Tao

	
	festival, Then singing, Thai dance, Long Tong Festival, mountainous market, etc.).

	
	

	Northern Delta
	- Propose some measures to protect nature in the Northern Delta.

	Grade 4
	- Describe some cultural features in the Northern Delta countryside.

	
	

	Middle coastal
	- Propose some simple measures to prevent natural disasters in the Middle Coastal region.

	region
	- List some marine economic activities in the Middle Coastal region (salt making, fishing and aquaculture,

	Grade 4
	marine tourism, sea transportation, etc.).

	
	- Identify world cultural heritages in the Middle Coastal region.

	
	- Presenting some cultural highlights of the Middle Coastal region using materials (pictures, stories, etc.).

	
	- Describe some typical architectural works in Hoi An ancient town.

	
	

	Central
	- Propose some measures to protect forests in the Central Highlands.

	Highlands
	- Present some major economic activities in the Central Highlands (for example, planting industrial crops,

	Grade 4
	raising cattle, developing hydroelectricity, etc.).
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	Topic/ Grade
	Achieving requirements in curriculum present the opportunities to educate global citizenship

	
	

	
	- State the tradition of the patriotic and revolutionary struggle of the Central Highlands people, using

	
	documents, pictures, historical stories about the Nup hero, N’ Trang Luong, Can Lich.

	
	- Describe some key cultural features of ethnic groups in the Central Highlands.

	
	- Describe the main features of the Central Highlands gong festival.

	
	

	Southern
	- Outline the impacts of the natural environment on the production and daily life of the people in the South.

	Region
	- Present some production activities of people in the South (e.g. rice production, aquaculture, etc.).

	Grade 4
	- Outline the tradition of the patriotic and revolutionary struggle of the Southern people, using some

	
	documents, pictures, historical stories about some typical characters of the South such as Truong Dinh,

	
	Nguyen Trung Truc, Nguyen Thi Dinh.

	
	- Describe a number of typical cultural features (housing, floating market, etc.)

	
	

	The country
	- Propose a number of measures to protect natural resources and prevent natural disasters.

	and people of
	- Comment on the inappropriate population distribution in Vietnam, using pictures, charts or data tables

	Vietnam
	- Comment on population growth in Vietnam and some consequences of rapid population growth, using

	Grade 5
	pictures, charts or tables of data

	
	- Present the historical defence of Vietnam’s sovereignty, legitimate rights and interests in the East Sea,

	
	using some related documents, pictures and stories

	
	

	Build and
	- Summarize the revolts and the resistance to keep the nation independent;

	defend the
	- State some of Vietnam’s socio-economic achievements in the “Đổi mới” era using historical documents

	country of
	(pictures, stories, etc.)

	Vietnam
	

	Grade 5
	

	
	

	Neighbouring
	- Study and describe some typical works of China (Great Wall, Beijing Palace, etc.).

	countries
	- Study and describe Laos’s specific works (That Luong, Plain of Jars, Ancient capital of Luang Prabang,

	Grade 5
	etc.).

	
	- Study and describe a number of typical works of Cambodia (Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom, the Monument

	
	of Vietnamese Volunteer Soldiers, etc.).

	
	

	Discovering
	- Study and describe some of the typical achievements of Egyptian civilization (Pyramid, sundial, etc.).

	the world
	- Study and describe some typical achievements in architecture, sculpture of Greek civilization.

	Grade 5
	

	
	

	Development
	- Use knowledge of history, geography in combination with some documents (pictures, stories, etc.) to list

	the world
	and present some environmental issues (e.g. natural disasters, climate change, natural resource decline,

	together
	environmental pollution, etc.).

	Grade 5
	- Propose some simple measures to build a green - clean - beautiful world.

	
	- Show the concern for environmental issues in the world through the form of drawing, writing, etc.

	
	- Use some materials (pictures, some stories about the United Nations, legends of pigeons and olive

	
	branches, the Red Cross movement, Olympic Games, etc.) to express wishes and mankind’s efforts in

	
	building a peaceful world.

	
	


students with opportunities to self-explore and explore local and global issues, experience and solve practical problems, express personal opinions and increase the use of information technology in learning.

3. Challenges faced and recommendations

Although the 2018 program is compiled based

on caring about the elements of global citizenship education; however, the implementation of global citizenship education in schools in general,



primary schools in particular, have faced some challenges.

The first is the awareness and teaching methods of teachers about global citizenship education. Through surveys and direct interviews with teachers, many teachers do not have a comprehensive understanding of global citizenship. They have only just cared about teaching students some international issues, have not paid much attention to educating students with the skills and attitudes of international
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	citizens  (Le  &  Luong,  2020).  In  terms  of
	Global  citizenship  education  also  needs

	awareness,  issues  of  migration,  population
	cooperation among educational stakeholders that

	growth,  cultural  diversity,  or  intercultural
	are schools, families, communities, and socio-

	communication have not been appreciated. In
	political organizations. Although there have been

	terms of skills, teachers have not paid attention
	

	
	cooperative activities among these subjects in the

	to educating students on analytical and critical
	

	
	education of students, there are still limitations.

	skills related to global issues, communication,
	

	
	The results of the survey also show that most

	and cooperation in a multicultural environment,
	

	
	factors  outside  the
	school  which  were
	only

	adapting to a new situation and different socio-
	
	
	

	
	assessed the requirements at a low level. One of

	cultural  environment.  In  terms  of  attitudes,
	

	respect differences between people and cultural
	these factors is the support of communities in the

	diversity,  respect  the  cultural  values  of  the
	implementation of global citizenship education.

	peoples and nations of the world, consciously
	Students’ parents lack the awareness and ability

	bring  into  play  the  cultural  values  of  the
	to support the implementation of global citizen

	nation and country and at the same time learn
	education content. At the same time, there is no

	the cultural quintessence of other nations and
	network that connects schools to exchange and

	countries have not been paid attention yet.
	share experiences (Le & Luong, 2020). This

	Besides,  teaching  method
	innovation  has
	

	been implemented but is not effective. Global
	situation requires
	increasing the
	awareness of

	
	family and community about global citizenship

	citizenship education requires the use of teaching
	

	
	education
	as
	well
	as  providing
	effective

	methods to increase student discussion and debate,
	
	
	
	
	

	
	coordination method.
	
	
	
	

	participate in local activities, and use information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	In  compiling  teaching  materials,  authors

	technology. Students should be facilitated to
	

	experience, solve practical problems, as well
	should   integrate   the   appropriate   global

	as express their personal opinions. The survey
	citizenship content into documents. The contents

	results show that the contents of intercultural
	are  not  only
	about
	knowledge
	and
	contents

	communication,
	understanding  the
	cultures
	objectives (based on the achieving requirements

	of  countries,
	understanding
	other
	people’s
	

	
	
	
	
	related to global citizenship mentioned above)

	perspectives,  critical  thinking  and  resolving
	

	
	but also about defining teaching methods with

	conflicts  through  dialogues  have  not  been
	specific illustrative examples, ensuring subject

	integrated regularly into the teaching process
	

	(Le & Luong, 2020). Therefore, in the future,
	characteristics  as  well  as  meeting  cognitive

	teachers need to actively change their teaching
	education requirements, skills, capacity, attitudes

	methods. Besides, more supportive activities for
	and values of global citizens in the subjects

	teachers should implement to increase awareness
	appropriately for students.
	
	
	

	and practice about the content and methods of
	In conclusion, with the 2018 P12 education

	global citizenship education.
	
	
	curriculum,  there  are  many  opportunities  to

	Regarding the conditions for implementing
	implement
	global
	citizenship
	education.
	To

	global citizenship education,
	some challenges
	achieve the goals of educating global citizens,

	for managers were pointed out by themselves
	

	
	especially the goals of competence and values,

	during the survey. There are some factors are:
	

	
	school administrators, teachers and other forces

	the core group to implement the global citizen
	

	
	of society need to cooperate closely, flexibly and

	education plan is not popular in schools; school
	

	staff and teachers are not fostered in global citizen
	creatively. Besides, it is necessary to compile of

	education;  partnership  and  affiliate  programs
	orientation documents and support to integrate

	with schools in other countries are not available
	global citizenship education into subjects and

	(Le & Luong, 2020).
	
	
	educational activities.
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